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Intent:

At Coberley Church of England Primary School, English and the teaching of English is the foundation of our curriculum. Our aim is to ensure every single child becomes primary literate and progresses in the areas of reading, writing, speaking and listening. 

Staff at Coberley feel it is seminal to highlight and be aware of the differing groups of learners and vulnerable children in their class.  Once this information is acquired, teachers can plan and teach personalised English lessons which focus on the particular needs of each child.  We recognise that each child has their own starting point upon entry to every year group and progress is measured in line with these starting points to ensure every child can celebrate success.

English at Coberley will not only be taught in discrete lessons, but it is at the cornerstone of the entire curriculum.  It is embedded within all our lessons and we will strive for a high level of English for all. Through using high-quality texts, immersing children in vocabulary rich learning environments and ensuring new curriculum expectations and the progression of skills are met, the children at Coberley will be exposed to a language heavy, creative and continuous English curriculum which will not only enable them to become primary literate but will also develop a love of reading, creative writing and purposeful speaking and listening.

The school has adopted the Trivium model (knowledge, dialectic & rhetoric) of learning for some key subjects. This involves a heavy focus on discussion, reasoning, debating and philosophical thinking. This allows the children to have a heavy focus on speaking and listening throughout the curriculum. 

At Coberley, our vision is for the creativity to be at the helm of our English curriculum and for children to learn new skills in a fun and engaging way. Grammar, spelling, punctuation and handwriting are taught progressively throughout the school hand in hand with writing genres and wide-reaching topics.

Implementation

Reading
Reading has been a key focus over the last 5 years at Coberley. Results in phonics and national tests have been well above the average and we have implemented a clear strategy of teaching, tracking and enabling reading to foster enjoyment in reading.

· Investment: We have invested heavily in reading books from the Big Cat scheme and books to support the Read, Write inc phonics scheme. We spent funds overhauling our library and purchasing assessment materials.
· Phonics: Children are taught in 3 ability groups, 4 times a week using the Read, Write inc scheme. Children who have not passed the scheme continue with regular sessions until they achieve success, whatever the year group. 
· Parental Engagement: We have engaged the parents with phonics workshops, reading pamphlets detailing how to listen to readers using all aspects of reading (de-coding, influence, etc), provided detailed stickers in reading records and as bookmarks and regularly referred to all aspects of reading in newsletters.
· Reading Scheme: We use the Big Cat scheme throughout the school and track individual levels on a termly basis which are tracked on a whole school progress chart. (There is also a separate progress chart for boys).
· Assessment: We assess reading ability based on reading scheme level, reading age tests (such as Barts and Close procedure tests), NFER tests (sat each Summer) and using National tests (EYFS, KS1 & 2). This information is combined with tracking AREs on INSIGHT to create a clear record of every child.
· Intervention: We use a provision map to highlight any barriers children have in speaking & listening, reading and writing. We also monitor left-handed children and summer born children separately. We also assess children with potential SEN concerns using Dyslexic Portfolio and put appropriate plans in place, if need be.  We offer interventions in speaking, extra phonics, reading interventions including BRP (Boast reading potential), and guided reading.
· Training: The English lead attends termly SAS English meetings and we have recently provided courses in phonics and BRP. 
· Reading in the classroom: Reading is an integral part of every day and we encourage reading for enjoyment by helping children find exciting books, have a vast range of books on hand and to showcase books, authors and vocabulary.

Writing
· Investment: We have invested heavily in time finding a way of tracking progression in writing with emphasis on writing genre, grammar, spelling and handwriting.
· Parental Engagement: We have a clear writing map which is shared to parents.
· Writing Resources: We use a range of writing resources including Talk 4 Writing, Twinkl, Pobble and Classroom Secrets. We use No Nonsense spelling and grammar schemes, SpellingFrame and Nelson handwriting scheme.
· Assessment: We assess writing based on genre. Each genre has a specific checklist based on writing, grammar, spelling and handwriting and is used to quantify a ‘cold’ and ‘hot’ write. This information is tracked to ascertain progress and attainment. SPAG and spelling assessment s are also use in addition to EYFS and national tests at KS1 & 2.
· Intervention: As with reading and we also facilitate spelling and handwriting interventions, and writing groups.
· Training: The English lead attends termly SAS English meetings and we have recently provided courses in Talk 4 Writing. 
· Writing in the classroom: Writing is an integral part of all subjects. Writing is modelled, celebrated and appraised on a daily basis.

Speaking & Listening 
· We ensure that time is spent every day providing talking and listening opportunities. We have a focus on vocabulary and encourage dialectic skills of reasoning, debating and discussion at every opportunity using the P4C framework (Philosophy for Children).
· We use small group intervention and phonics to help children with speaking difficulties.
· Drama is a key aspect of learning and all children perform an annual play.

Examples of Practice
· World Book Day is celebrated each year with costumes, book swaps, and a variety of activities.
· We take part in the Cirencester Mock Trail every year to hone our persuasive arguments.
· We take part in, and have often won, the annual Soroptimists Writing competition.
· We take part in, and have children through to the second round, the BBC 500-word story.
· We have a range of guests in assembly that include authors.
· We have had sponsored reading competitions.
· In addition to annual plays we organise house drama and talent shows.
· Children have the opportunities to lead worship, whole school services and make speeches such as house captain appointments.
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Impact
The impact on our children is clear: progress, sustained learning and transferrable skills.  Results in EYFS, phonics and KS1 & 2 are well above the average with a good proportion gaining greater depth. Progress is tracked carefully and children from all key groups and with all types of learning barriers achieve success: there is a good learning attitude.

The writing journey is well established and taught thoroughly in both key stages; children are becoming more confident writers and by the time they are in upper Key Stage 2, most genres of writing are familiar to them and the teaching can focus on creativity, writer’s craft, sustained writing and manipulation of grammar and punctuation skills.

Reading is encouraged and an important focus to school and home life. Progress across all groups is carefully monitored and the school is well resourced. Speaking and listening forms an integral part in learning in all aspects of the curriculum and is succinctly assessed on its own merits as dialectic activity.

We hope that as children move on from us to further their education and learning that their creativity, passion for English and high aspirations travel with them and continue to grow and develop as they do.
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